EDEYRNION  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

(DR.  EVAN  RICHARDS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.) 


AND  THE 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

(E.  P.  JONES,  C.R.San.i.,  M.S.l.A.) 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 


31st  DECEMBER,  1959 


I ''i  \ 


EDEYRNION  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
(DR.  EVAN  RICHARDS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.) 


AND  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
(E.  P.  JONES,  C.R.San.i.,  M.S.I.A.) 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 


31st  DECEMBER,  1959 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Weiicome  Library 


https://archive.org/detaiis/b2884242x 


— 3— 


EDEYRNION  RURAlL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1959. 


To  the  Edeyrnion  Rural  District  Council. 

M.T.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Health  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1959. 

The  general  health  of  the  community  remained  good  during  the 
year. 

For  the  second  year  running  there  was  a slight  fall  (viz.  10)  in 
the  Registrar  Generals  estimate  of  population. 

To  offset  this  dishearting  picture  there  was  an  increase  of  28  in 
the  number  of  live  births,  but  among  tiiese  there  were  11  illegitimate 
births,  more  than  double  the  number  in  1958. 

There  was  an  increase  of  7 in  the  number  of  dealhs.  Deaths  fiom 
Cancer  fell  from  11  to  6,  there  being  no  cases  of  lung  cancer.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infections  diseases  were  low,  there 
being  only  three  cases  of  Measles  notified. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year. 

Five  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  two  new  cases  of 
Non  Pulmonary  disease  were  notified. 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.  B.  P.  Jones  and  the  Council’s  officials  foir 
their  co-operation. 

1 am  Sirs,  your  obedient  Servant, 


EVAN  RICHARDS. 
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SECTION  A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  Rural  District  (in  acres) 43,449 

Hateable  Value £31,246 

Population  (Registered  Generars  figures)  4,070 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £115 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to  the  Books)  at 

end  of  year 1,410 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Cemparatively  Factors: — 

Births  

. 1.12 

Deatlis  

. 0.86 

Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still)  ... 

74 

Births  (Live) 

72 

Births  (Still) 

2 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  populal 

ion 

. 18.18 

Live  Births: — 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

42 

30 

Legitimate  

36 

25 

Illegitimate  

6 

5 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (Percentage  of  Total  of  Live 

Births)  — 

Deaths : — 

Total  Nrmrber 

...  67 

MAI.ES 

FEMALES 

32 

35 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

16.46 

1958  figures  

14.70 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year: — 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Nil 

1 

Legitimate  

Nil 

1 

Illegitimate  

Nil 

Nil 

Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000 

Ijive  Birtlis) 

13.51 

1958  figures  

..  Nil 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants: — 

Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 13.51 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants : — 

Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 


Nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks: — 

MALES  rCHALCa 

Total Nil  1 

Legitimate  Nil  1 

Illegitimate  Nil  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality: — 


Deaths  connected  with  childbirth  and  pregnancy — Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer: — 

Total — 6. 

Rate  per  1,000  population  1.47 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis: — 

Total  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  population Nil 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority: — 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Public  Health  Inspector. 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities: — 

Water  analysis  CChemical)  carried  out  by  Mr.  Harold  Lowe, 
Public  Analyst.  Chester, 

Water  analysis  (Bacteriological)  and  milk  examination  for 
cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  by  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
atc  ry  Oonway.  No  charge  is  made  for  this  latter  service. 

(3)  Ambulance  Facilities: — 

One  Ambulance  is  stationed  at  Corwen. 

(4)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics: — 

Held  once  a month  in  the  Aelwyd  Building,  Corwen. 

(5)  Ante  Natal  Clinics: — 

Held  at  Yr  Hafan,  Bala  on  the  2nd  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(as  from  July  1956). 

(6)  Orthopeadic  Clinic: — 

Held  once  a month  in  the  Aelwyd  Building,  Coirwen. 

(7)  Tuberculosis  Clinic: — 

Held  at  Dolgelley  twice  a month. 

(8)  Immunisation: — 

Held  once  a month  at  the  Hafan,  Bala. 

Immunisation  against  Polio-Myelitis  and  Diphtheria  arranged 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Immunisation  of  babies  and 
young  children  carried  out  at  the  Primary  Schools. 


(9)  Hospitals: — 

There  ds  no  Hospital  within  the  Rural  Area. 

(10)  Infectious  Diseases: — 

Total  number  of  Infections  Diseases  (other  than 

Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  — 

Scarlet  Fever — 

Bacilliry  Dysentry  — 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Infantile  Paralysis  — 

Measles  3 


TUBERCUULOSIS.  NEW  CASES. 

Pulmonary^ — Total  5. 

Males — 2 Females — 3 

Non-Pulmonarj' — ^Total  2. 

Males — 2 Females — Nil. 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1959  in  age  groups: — 

New  Cases — Deaths  Nil. 

Age  group  0 — 1 Respiratory  1 0 — 1 Non.  Respiratory  1 

lAge  group  25 — 44  Respiratory  2 45 — 64  Non.  Respiratory  1 

Age  group  45 — 65  Respiratory  2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1959. 

M.  F. 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

Acute  Poliomylitis  

Cancer — 'Stomach  

„ Lungs 

„ Breast 

Uterus  

,,  Other  sites 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

Diabetes  

Vascular  lessions  of  nervous  system 

Coronai’y  diseases,  angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

Other  heart  diseases  

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza  

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratoi’y  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarhoea  ... 
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Nephritis  and  nephorsis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  

Suicide 

Congentital  matformiations  


M.  1*. 

2 7 

2 1 

1 — 

32  35 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

No  case  was  moved  under  the  Provisions  of  this  Act  and  its  Amend- 
ing Act  during  1958. 


FOOD  HYGEINE. 

Number  of  Prosecutijons — Nil. 


GENEKAiL. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  water  supply  in  the  district  was  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year.  It  was  pleasing  to  note  that  during!  the  very  dry  summer,  the. 
supply  was  maintained  without  any  restrictions  and  the  impounding 
reservoir  at  Cynwyd  maintained  an  overflow  throughout  the  diy  period. 
During  the  year  the  extension  of  the  water  mains  on  the  'Chester  Road 
from  Fi’on  Newydd  to  Foel  Isa  was  completed.  The  branch  main  from 
Druid  to  the  Penlan  area  was  also  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

SEWERAGE. 

There  was  no  progress  made  during  the  year  on  the  remaining 
schemes  for  Llandiillo  and  Cci'wen. 

All  the  works  in  the  various  villages  were  satisfactory. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  tenders  were  accepted  for  the  erection  lof  12  houses 
at  Maes  Afallen  Site,  Corwen  and  4 houses  at  Gwyddelwern.  There 
was  considerable  difficult  with  the  obtaining  of  planning  approval  to 
the  4 houses  at  Gwyddelwern.  The  Ministry  of  Ti-anspoi-t  i-equired  a 
lay-by  in  front  of  the  four  houses.  The  Council  appealed  against  tlie 
flecision  of  the  Planning  Committee  and  an  enquiry  was  lield  at  tlie 
end  of  the  year  the  result  of  the  inquiry  was  still  awaited. 
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There  are  197  houses,  5 flats,  1 shop  owned  by  the  Council  in  the 
various  villages,  made  up  as  follows: — 

Corwen. — 92  houses,  1 flat,  1 shop. 

Cynwyd. — 32  houses  and  2 flats. 

Llandrillo. — 26  houses. 

Gwyddelwern. — 13  houses  and  2 flats. 

Carrog. — 14  houses. 

Glyndyfrdwy. — 12  houses. 

Melin-y-Wig. — 8 houses. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR. 

E.  P.  JONES,  (C.E.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.) 

The  district  is  regularly  inspected  and  conditions  generally  were 
found  satisfactory.  General  maintenance  of  water  and  other  services 
■anr]  liousing  was  carried  out  satisfaictory., 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  action  was  deemed  necesssary. 

Shops  and  Offices. — No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the 
Shops  Act,  1934  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Camping  Sites. — There  is  no  site  licenced  for  camping. 

Smoke  Abatement. — The  district  being  practically  an  agricultural 
area,  is  never  liable  to  nuisance  from  smoke. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  no  public  swimming  baths 
or  pools  in  the  area. 

Rat  Infestation. — Through  the  continued  work  of  the  operator  the 
infestation  in  the  district  is  kept  under  constant  check.  Co-operation 
of  farmers  and  other  owners  is  generally  obtained  with  disinfestation, 
30  that  no  formal  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

M easures  of  Control; — 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

No.  of 

proper- 
ties IH' 
apected 

No.  of 
inspect' 

Number  of 
notices  served 
under  Section 
4 

N 

umber  of  treatments 
carried  out 

By  arrange- 
ment with 
Occ  upier. 

Under 
Section  5(1) 

ions 

made 

Treat- 

ments 

Works 

Rats 

Mice 

only 

Rats 

Mice 

only 

Local  Authority 
Property  

6 

171 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Dwelling  House 

.51 

105 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

business  Premises  ... 

3! 

65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Agricultural 
Property  

187 

459 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

275 

800 

— 

— 

2J 

— 

— 

Schools — The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Schools  in  the  district  i» 
fairly  good.  All  the  schools  in  the  district  have  a piped  supply  of 
water  from  the  Council’s  mains. 

HOUSING 


Insptction  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: — 


(1) 

(a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

126 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  

126 

12) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  ... 

Nil 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

Nil 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

Nil 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (excluding  those  referred 
to  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  

Nil 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal 
notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequences  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Author- 


ity   11 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Power  during  the  Year. — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  House- 
ing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  house.=  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(b  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied 
as  a result 


Nil 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Ownetrs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Act.  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 


made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  tit Nil 

* Housing  Act,  1949: — 

Number  of  applications  for  Grant ^ 

Number  of  Grants  approved 4 

Total  amount  approved  £1,500. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1956— Part  I V.— OVERCROWDI  NG. 

Overcrowding  in  the  district  is  still  being  relieved  by  re-housing. 
Further  reduction  will  be  made  as  new  Council  Houses  become  avail- 
able. It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  present  number  of  houses  over- 
crowded. 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during  the  year: — 


Housing  126 

Drains  41 

Drains  Tested  11 

Nusiances  12 

Public  Conveniences  30 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  disposal  39 

Pefuse  and  Scravenging  3 

Factories  10 

Simps  and  Hotels  14 

Number  of  Plans  approved 24 

Improvement  Grants  24 
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street  Lighting 8 

Dairies 4 

Farms  37 

Bakehouses 3 

Meat  Shops 18 

Slaughterhouses 109 

New  Buildings  and  Byelaws 27 

Schools 4 

Pavilion  19 

Water  Supplies  233 

Water  taken  for  Bacteriolgical  Examination 2 

(a)  Satisfactory  1 

(b)  Un-satis'factory  1 


Chemical  Examination 

(a)  Satisfactoi'y  ... 

(b)  Un-saAisfactory 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — ^There  are  4 Piioducer-Retailers  and  3 Retailersi  of 
milk  in  the  district  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisifactory. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. — Two  private  slaughterhouses  were  licenced 
during  the  year  at  Oorwen. 


1 1 
1 Cattle  1 
1 Ex.  Cows  1 Cows 

1 

1 

Calves 

Sheep  1 
and  ] 

Lambs  | Pigs 

Number  killed 

529 

55 

27  1 7663 

837 

Number  inspected 

529 

55 

27 

7663 

837 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  j 

whole  carcase  condemned  | — 

Percentage  of  number  of  | 

animals  affected  with  disease  j 
other  than  Tuberculosis  | — 

1 1 

^'rr 

- 1 - 1 - 

1 

T.B.  only  Whole  carcases  | 

condemned  | — 

1 _ 1 _ 

— 

T.B. — 'Carcases  of  which  some  | 
part  or  organ  was  condemned  j — 

1 

— 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  | 
affected  with  T.B.  | — 

1 1 

— 
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The  amount  of  tinned  food  and  other  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the 

year  was  as  foflows: — 

Tinned  Fish 7 Tins 

Tinned  Meat 14  Tins 

Tinned  Vegetables  50  Tins 

Tinned  Fruit 44  Tins 

Tinned  Milk 3 Tins 

Bacon  | side 

Bakehouses. — All  bakehouses  in  the  district  were  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Ice  Cream  Premises. — All  Ice  Cream  is  sold  prepacked,  and  all 
premises  were  found  satisfactory. 

Factories  Act,  1937. — ^There  are  13  factories  registered  within  the 
district,  Of  the  nrmaber  inspected,  condition  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Refuse  Collection. — 'Collection  in  the  district  is  carried  out  by  dir- 
ect labour  and  the  disposal  is  by  the  controlled  tipping  method  at  one 
site  near  Coirwen. 

Public  Conveniences. — ^The  conversion  of  the  existing  Ladies  and 
Gents  conveniences  into  a Ladies  Conveniences  with  Turnstiles  and 
the  eredtion  of  a new  Gents  Convenience  were  commenced  at  the  end 


of  the  year.  The  total  takings  for 

the  year  was 

£fi07  ; 

17  : 6. 

RAINFALL— (In  inches). 

1955. 

1956. 

1957. 

1958. 

1959. 

January  

2.16 

5.21 

3.46 

3.95 

5.06 

February  

3.37 

1.09 

6.21 

5.55 

0.46 

March  

2.88 

2.07 

2.16 

1.12 

2.37 

Api-il 

0.80 

1.51 

0.15 

0.87 

5.97 

May  

5.29 

0-68 

2.65 

3.67 

2.95 

June  

3.52 

1.48 

1.66 

4.18 

1.67 

July  

0.81 

4.09 

5.33 

5.45 

1.92 

August 

1.51 

5.25 

6.24 

3.48 

1.42 

vSeptember  

1.19 

3.29 

3.97 

5.65 

0.27 

October  

2.44 

1.93 

2.93 

3.73 

4.90 

November  

3.25 

1.42 

3.21 

1.43 

6J6 

December  

3.89 

5.27 

2.23 

3.83 

9.23 

31.56 

33.29 

40.20 

42.91 

42.38 
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